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One pair of bellows is of filigree. In this state of pomp
and tatters my nephew intends it shall remain, and is so
religious an observer of the venerable rites of his house,
that because the gates never were opened by his father but
once for the late Lord Granvilles, you are locked out and
locked in, and after journeying all round the house, as you
do round an old French fortified town, you are at last
admitted through the stable-yard to creep along a dark
passage by the housekeeper's room, and so by a back-door
into the great hall. He seems as much afraid of water as
a cat, for though you might enjoy the Thames from every
window of three sides of the house, you may tumble into it
before you would guess it is there. In short, our ancestors
had so little idea of taste and beauty, that I should not have
been surprised if they had hung their pictures with the
painted sides to the wall. Think of such a palace com-
manding all the reach of Kiehmond and Twickenham, with
a domain from the foot of Eiehmond Hill to Kingston
Bridge, and then imagine its being as dismal and prospectless
as if it stood

On Stanmore's wintry wild !

I don't see why a man should not be divorced from his
prospect as well as from his wife, for not being able to
enjoy it. Lady Dysart frets, but it is not the etiquette of
the family to yield, and so she must content herself with
her chateau of Tondertentronk as well as she can. She has
another such ample prison in SuffolkVand maybe glad to
reside where she is. Strawberry, with all its painted glass
and gloomth, looked as gay when I came home as Mrs.
Cornelis's ball-room.

I am very busy about the last volume of my Painters,
but have lost my index, and am forced again to turn over
all my Vertues, forty volumes of miniature MSS.; so this
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